Disclosure Statement
2013-2014
Mrs. Springer, M.Ed.

English 9H, 7R

Mission Statement:  Every student deserves an opportunity to find his/her best self through the process of education--a journey, not a destination.  I will do everything in my power to facilitate the needs of my students so each feels loved, celebrated, and accepted.  Thank you in advance for enriching my life as a veteran educator.  I look forward to sharing an exciting year in English with your precious sons and daughters.
Grading:  Each assignment is weighted according to importance and difficulty.  Grades will be posted in SKYWARD in a timely manner.  You may monitor progress from your home if you have internet access, or you can access the information from computers at school.  Grade Scale:  90-100%=A; 80-89%=B; 70-79%=C; 60-69%=D; under 60%=F.

Class Participation:  Students must be prepared to participate in daily work and to share their thoughts based on coursework.  Since some students are more reserved than others, a variety of opportunities will be provided to encourage everyone to add to our class in a risk-free environment.
Absences:  Attendance is critical to instruction.  Since the reward is therefore intrinsic, a student who misses class frequently is plagued by inadequate lecture data, verbal instruction, class discussions, and social interaction, in addition to explanations about assignments.  School rules regarding excessive absences will be strictly followed.  Students who are ill, or otherwise officially indisposed, must simply notify me of their particular circumstance and suitable makeup arrangements will be made.

Tardies:  Students who come to class late are disruptive to the learning climate.  Additional clerical work is required by the teacher to ensure the student is marked tardy instead of absent.  Information must be repeated and valuable time is lost.  Therefore, students must be in their seats when the final bell rings.  If a student is not in his/her seat, the student must report to the office for a tardy slip in order to come back to class. Punctual students will receive points for reading/writing activities that begin as soon as the bell rings.
Truancy: Parents have every right to know where their sons and daughters are during school hours.  Students who sluff are in violation of TMS attendance guidelines, and will suffer consequences determined by our administration.
Late Work:  Late work is accepted.  Students can earn 75% if the assignment is turned in the day after the due date, but only 50% will be given if the work is turned in two days late.  No credit will be given after a week. Students who would like additional instruction, or want to make up the assignment for full credit, are invited to attend ENGLISH ENRICHMENT held each Thursday in my room from 2:45-3:45 P.M.  Students who want to earn full credit must stay the whole hour to redeem their points.  Note:  Major assignments will not be accepted late.  If a student is ill or unable to attend class on the due date, major assignments (book reports, learning logs, essays, research papers, quarter projects, congress speeches, etc.) must be delivered to me by a parent, sibling, or friend.  A courtesy call in emergency situations is appreciated:  801-610-8765, Ext. 204.  
Make-up Work:  Students will receive two full class periods for every day of legitimate absence to make up their work.  This includes family activities/vacations. (Please see Late Work Note.)  If the information missed is oral or visual, arrangements should be made to get notes from another student or attend ENGLISH ENRICHMENT on Thursdays from 2:45-3:45 P.M.
Extra Credit:  Students who are current in their assignments may do extra credit work.  However, students should not count on extra credit assignments to compensate for uncompleted coursework.  
Classroom Behavior:  Learning should be an enjoyable experience for everyone in school.  Every student will be expected to respect the privilege that each class member has to learn with interruption or insult.  Since education is its own reward, students will quickly adjust to the necessity for order instead of chaos, where a pleasant atmosphere allows each student to learn in a risk-free environment. Those students who refuse to add to a healthy educational climate will be dealt with on an individual basis with full knowledge that no one has the right to disrupt or destroy the learning environment for others.  Parents will be alerted immediately if an intervention to bolster attitude, behavior, or academic endeavor is required. Administrative discipline will be sought only as a last result.
Student Planner:   Each student should find an efficient organizational method that will effectively serve as a reminder of class assignments and school activities.  Electronic devices can be used at appropriate times for students to record homework responsibilities, but old-fashioned calendars work well too.  Please discuss what’s best for your son/daughter.  It’s better to keep up than to catch up.
Grizzly Read:  For about ten minutes at the beginning of the period, we will read a piece of literature, or informational article.  On some days, however, the students will be given an opportunity to read silently in preparation for our Grizzly Book Challenge or Reading Responses.  All students must bring a book to class each day. I expect the students to choose a book they plan on finishing for their Responses or Book Reports.  I have a small class library for emergencies, but a borrowed book must be selected, before the bell rings.  Grizzly Book Challenge:  The English Department is sponsoring a challenge for all of our students to read as many books they can during the course of this year.  While some may set a goal of 10, others may read 50 or more.  The reward is literacy, critical thinking, and increased knowledge and understanding.  Students will set a goal after the first week of school, so they might want to make a list of some favorite authors, series, or titles of books they’ve always wanted to read, and then be prepared to write their goal on a sheet I’ll provide.  Prizes will be awarded at the end of the year for the three top students in each class.  Students are expected to read at least five book per quarter or twenty books per year.
Website:  Students are encouraged to check my website for a basic overview of class information.  You can access my information through the school’s website.
WISH LIST 
Thank you for your continued generosity. Students earn an “O” in citizenship for one contribution per quarter.
1. 1st-4th Quarter:  Bags of individually wrapped candy for CLASS INCENTIVES.
2. 2nd Quarter:  Five #2 pencils, OR three EXPO markers for lapboards, OR one small towel cut in about 4x4 squares for erasing lapboards.
3. 3rd Quarter:  One box of tissue (flu season).
4. 4th Quarter:  Ten sheets of colored construction paper, OR twenty sheets of college-ruled paper for 3-ring binders.
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Class Period _____________

Your signature indicates your understanding of English class guidelines.  Please return this page of the disclosure statement by August 29th/30th.   

_______________________________________        _________________________________

(Print Student Name)                                                                         (Student Signature)

_________________________________________________         _________________________________________

(Print Parent Name)                                                                           (Parent Signature)

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: (H)____________________________ (W)________________________

                 (Cell)__________________________
E-mail:__________________________________________________________
Student’s Birthday: _______________________________________________

Note:  Because of the volume of writing expected in this English class, there will be opportunities for every student to share his/her work with other students.  Student work is often displayed in the classroom and/or in the collaboration area to share information with other students and to praise excellence.  Grades are reported voluntarily for many assignments.  If any of this causes a problem, please notify me.  
Comments, Concerns, or Helpful Information:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I love hearing from you.  Contact me at bspringer@alpinedistrict.org or call me at 801-610-8765, Ext. 204.  




